Monday, June 27 2011
Despite Ottawa’s delay to set federal restrictions on the use of certain types of incandescent light bulbs, British Columbia’s ban will remain in place.
In January of this year, the BC government implemented a ban on 75W and 100W incandescent light bulbs.  Currently, BC is the only province to implement the ban and plans are underway to extend the ban to include 40W and 60W incandescent bulbs in December 2012.
Consumers are not limited to using compact fluorescent bulbs, there are also eligible halogen lamps and certain LED bulbs.
The federal government has delayed the program due to concerns raised about the incorrect disposal of discarded CFL bulbs and their effect on the environment.  New information regarding the mercury levels found in CFLs has raised concerns from many British Columbians.  Environment Canada will draft regulations to require manufacturers and importers of lamps containing mercury to develop a recycling program for them.
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